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Each year, we take a
moment to look back and
share the stories that often
happen behind the scenes
— the projects, actions, and
events that may not have
made the headlines but have
made a real impact. Our goal
is to ensure transparency
and that any Friend of
ROTOS or member of our
Network stay connected with
everything the foundation
has been part of.
Discover this year’s
highlights and get ready for
the exciting initiatives we
have planned for the year
ahead!
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A few words from our Chair - Mirian Santamaria Pelaez

“My name is Mirian Santamaría-
Peláez, chair of ROTOS
Foundation since the end of
2024. 
As my anniversarie as chair, I
would like to share some words
of my experience in the role. 

I  want to thank everyone who is part of this community, the Board,
our collaborators, and the Friends of ROTOS, for their energy and
commitment. 
Together, we are shaping a more connected and visible research
community for occupational therapy across Europe."

What makes ROTOS special are the people behind it: those who
share ideas, build connections across borders and believe that
research can truly make a difference. Every conversation,
collaboration and project within ROTOS reminds me of the power
of working together towards a common goal.
We are building bridges between clinical practice and evidence,
between curiosity and real impact. That connection is at the heart
of everything ROTOS stands for. Every project and every exchange
reflects our shared belief in the value of research that responds to
the real needs of society.

Our vision is simple, but powerful: “to improve European peoples’
lives by having one strong voice about the benefits and value of
occupational therapy and occupational science research.” 

ROTOS Foundation continues to 
evolve as a dynamic European net-
work, bringing together researchers, educators and professionals
committed to advancing OT and OS.



This year, ROTOS
Foundation extends its
sicnere gratitude to our
committed board
members for their
dedication, vision, and
invaluable contributions
that have shaped the
Foundation’s growth and
direction. 
Their commitment has
strengthened our mission
and laid the groundwork
for future achievements.
As we look ahead, we are
delighted to welcome our
newly appointed board
members, whose
expertise and fresh
perspectives will guide
ROTOS into its next
phase. 
Each brings unique
experience in
occupational therapy and
occupational science,
reinforcing our focus on
sustainability,
collaboration, and
research impact.

Board members

"Move forward.
Good things are
up ahead."
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November 2025 board meeting



  In 2025, the ROTOS Foundation conducted a
comprehensive review of its strategic plan to
assess progress and align future goals with new
challenges and opportunities. We are pleased to
announce that our strategy has been extended
through 2028, ensuring continuity in our
mission and providing a clear roadmap for the
years ahead.
   This refreshed strategy marks a new chapter
for ROTOS, reaffirming our commitment to
growth, innovation, and collaboration across OT
and OS. It is built around four key goals:
Sustainability, to strengthen the Foundation’s
resilience and ensure long-term impact;
Connections, to foster a dynamic European
network of OT and OS researchers; Research
Impact, to support the creation of research that
drives meaningful change for people and
communities; and Use of Voice, to empower
researchers to advocate for the value and
benefits of their work.

With these renewed priorities, ROTOS aims to
reinforce its role as a leading force for
innovation and collaboration in the OT and OS
fields, shaping a stronger and more sustainable
future for all.

           -See the new strategy in our website-

Strategy 2025-2028
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   As part of our ongoing commitment to modernization and

transparency, ROTOS has introduced several important system

upgrades this year. 

Our website has been completely refreshed to improve

accessibility, functionality, and engagement — offering easier

navigation, updated content, and new resources for researchers

and partners.

    Additionally, we have implemented new payment procedures

designed to simplify administrative processes and enhance

financial oversight. 

These changes not only improve efficiency within our operations

but also reflect our dedication to accountability and professional

excellence and the base to build a strong and sustainable core for

the Foundation.

New systems
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1 S T  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  C O N G R E S S  C G C T O  -  S P A I N

International presence

O c c u p a t i o n a l  T h e r a p y  R e s e a r c h  S y m p o s i u m  i n  B e l g i u m

D E M O C R I T U S  U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  T H R A C E
K O M O T I N I ,  G R E E C E

I n  M a y,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  C OT E C ,  E N OT H E ,  R OTO S
Fo u n d a t i o n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w h e r e  e a c h  o f  t h e
p r o j e c t s  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d .  A  g r e a t  o p p o t u n i t y  t o
d i s s e m i n a t e  t h e  m i s s i o n  o f  R OTO S  !

R OTO S  Fo u n d a t i o n  w e l c o m e d  t h e  n e w  c o u r s e  o f  OT  a t  t h e
D e m o c r i t u s  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T h r a c e
K o m o t i n i  i n  G r e e c e.  G r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n c o u r a g e
f u t u r e  OTs  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e  i n  r e s e a r c h .

A B S T R A C T S  S U B M I T T E D

T h e  W o r l d  O T  C o n g r e s s  2 0 2 6  

Title: “Advancing Occupational Therapy and Occupational Science
Research in Europe: The Role of ROTOS”

This conference aimed to promote and exchange occupational therapy
research and connecting occupational therapy researchers.



The eighth Occupational Science Europe (OSE) Conference took

place from August 21 to 23, 2025, at the University of Essex. 

The event gathered 230 participants from 26 countries.

The conference focused on the theme “Visions and Realities:

Exploring tensions in what we do and how we live" and it

successfully achieved its goal of fostering the exchange of ideas

and supporting the growth of the discipline. It also enabled

participants to form and strengthen connections, initiate

collaborations, and meaningfully advance learning and

development within the field.

Building on the energy generated throughout this successful

conference, we are delighted to announce that the next
Occupational Science Europe Conference will take place in the
summer of 2027 in Central Europe. 

Further details will be shared soon, and we look forward to

continuing this momentum together!

Stay informed with the latest updates from Occupational Science

Europe! Membership is free—simply send an email to

occupationalscienceeurope@gmail.com stating that you would like

to become a member.
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Occupational Science Europe

mailto:occupationalscienceeurope@gmail.com
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Be part of a growing OT/OS network and learn directly from leading
experts on 11 December.
Eva María and Iris Juarez from InTeO (Investigación en Terapia
Ocupacional) will guide this session, focusing on building and
strengthening scientific skills.
Through concrete examples, collaborative learning activities, and
practical strategies, they will show how research can become a
natural and sustainable part of everyday professional practice—
supporting a strong research culture within the occupational therapy
community.

Contact us in general at:  communications@rotos.eu 

ROTOS Foundation -Webinar



You can become a Friend of ROTOS (FoR) or a Collaborator (
departments). With your contribution you help us to continue with
developing the Foundation and achiving our mission; “Connecting
occupational therapists and occupational science researchers across
Europe to maximise the impact of their research.” Contact:
friendofrotos@rotos.eu 
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Contact us in general at:  communications@rotos.eu 

Thanks to all of you

Are you an expert in any research topic? We are
lookign for experts and any OT/OS who would like
to share their expertise regarding research. If you
have a project or a talk you would like to share,
reach us to: communications@rotos.eu 

To all our Friends of ROTOS and the many collaborators who work
alongside us—thank you for your continued support.
 Your commitment makes our growth possible and helps us stay
true to our mission. We truly couldn’t do it without you.

Keep supporting us! 


